
•Whistleblower com-
plaint fueling criticism, 
defense of president
•Local GOP chair: 
‘Feeble attempt’ to re-
move Trump
•Kuns: Democratic pro-
cess is critical

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

The U.S. House of 
Representatives is poised to 
launch an impeachment in-
quiry over President Donald 
Trump’s July communications 
with Ukraine.

As information continues 
to emerge, local leaders of the 
Montrose County Republican 
and Democratic parties of-
fered their perspectives in a 
Thursday Q & A (below).

Montrose County 
Republican Chairman Ray 
Langston said that because 
the allegations are false, pro-
ceeding with impeachment 
inquiries will backfire on the 
Democrats, energize Trump’s 
supporters and help assure his 
reelection in a landslide.

Montrose County 
Democratic Chairman Kevin 
Kuns, who stressed he could 
not speak for all the county’s 
registered Democrats, said 
the complaint deserves to be 
investigated and the process 
of doing is about protecting 
democracy.

Highlights of whistleblow-
er’s letter

An August whistleblower 
complaint — reportedly made 
by a CIA official — was re-
leased Thursday, along with 

a letter from the Office of 

the Inspector General of the 

Intelligence Community. 

The complaint states the 

whistleblower was not a direct 

witness to most of the events 

described, but that the com-

plainant found accounts of the 

events “credible” and consis-

tent with each other, as well as 

consistent with information 

already publicly reported.

The complaint, addressed to 

Sen. Richard Burr, chairman 

of the Select Committee on 

Intelligence, and Rep. Adam 

Schiff, chairman of the House 

Permanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence, refers to in-
formation from multiple gov-
ernment officials “that the 
president of the United States 
is using the power of his office 
to solicit interference from a 
foreign country to investigate 
one of the president’s main 
domestic political rivals.”

It also states Trump’s per-
sonal lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, 
and U.S. Attorney Bill Barr 
“appear to be involved as 
well.”

The complaint in gener-
al alleges that, based on re-
ports from White House offi-
cials with direct knowledge of 
a July 25 phone call between 
Trump and Ukraine’s presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
the president “sought to pres-
sure (Zelenskyy) to take ac-
tions to help the president’s 
2020 reelection bid,” includ-
ing: initiating or continu-
ing investigations into for-
mer vice president — and 
current presidential candi-
date — Joe Biden, and his son, 
Hunter, who sat on the board 
of Burisma Gas in Ukraine; 
assistance in uncovering that 
allegations of Russian in-
terference in the 2016 elec-
tion originated in Ukraine, 
“with a specific request that 
the Ukrainian leader locate 
and turn over servers used 
by the Democratic National 
Committee …” and that 
Zelenskyy meet or speak with 
Giuliani or Barr.

The letter in footnotes 
states it is “unclear” wheth-
er an investigation into ei-
ther Biden exists and that 
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(Top) President Donald Trump at the Keep America Great rally in Fayetteville, NC on Sept. 9, 2019. 
(Jackson A. Lanier/ Wikimedia Commons) (Above left) Montrose County Democratic Party Chair Kevin Kuns in 
a 2017 file photo. (Montrose Daily Press file photo) (Above right) Montrose County Republican Party Chair Ray 
Langston speaks with guests at a Recall Jared Polis event in April at the Montrose County Event Center. (Andrew 
Kiser/ Montrose Daily Press file photo) 

Montrose Area Bicycle Alliance education program manager Bevin Barber-Campbell shows 
kids bike safety Thursday at Cottonwood Elementary School. (Andrew Kiser/ Montrose Daily 
Press) 

Competing local views on calls for 
impeachment inquiry

Safe riding
•Students learn how 
to be safe during P.E. 
class
•Middle schools to 
have program next 
spring
•Safe Routes to 
School dates back 20 
years

BY ANDREW KISER

ANDREWK@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

It’s never too early for 
children to learn how to be 
safe not only on a bicycle, 
but as a future automobile 
driver, said Bevin Barber-
Campbell, Montrose Area 
Bicycle Alliance education 
program manager.

The MABA has started to 
help young students in this 
regard by bringing the Safe 
Routes to School program-
ming to local schools. 

Barber-Campbell said this 
educational tool will benefit 
both students and drivers. 

She said, as an example, 
if a child isn’t aware of how 
to safely ride a bike, he or 
she can get seriously injured 
by an automobile while at-
tempting to cross the street. 
The driver could be liable 
for a lawsuit for the accident, 
even if it occurs away from a 
crosswalk, she added. 

“These are our future 
drivers and commuters,” 
Barber-Campbell said. “The 
goal is to teach them to be 
safe bicyclists. … But it also 
makes them bicycle-friend-
ly drivers.”   

The Montrose Area 
Bicycle Alliance is an ad-
vocate for bicycle-related 
issues, and to provide infor-
mation on bicycle education 
and safety, to be involved 
in bicycle path/trail devel-
opment, and to provide 
a social network for area 
bicyclists.

“We really want to es-
tablish life-long healthy 
habits through active 

transportation,” said MABA 
Executive Director Tammy 
Zamoyski. 

This bicycle and pedestri-
an safety education happens 
during the students’ physical 
education classes, according 
to Barber-Campbell. 

Currently, Cottonwood 
Elementary School has 
implemented the pro-
gram while Northside 
Elementary will do so later 
this fall. Additionally, both 
Columbine and Centennial 
Middle schools will tenta-
tively start the program this 
winter and into the spring, 
said Barber-Campbell.

Safe Routes to School is a 
20-year-old federal program 
created out of concern for 
the environment and rising 
rates of childhood obesity. 
The goal of the program is 
to encourage families to use 
active transportation to get 
to school. 

State and local programs 
have worked to implement 

education and encourage-
ment activities. Both pro-
grams  have also helped 
improvements around in-
frastructure near schools to 
make it safer to bike or walk 
to them.

The Montrose Area 
Bicycle Alliance will also host 
the International Walk and 
Bike to School

Day on Wednesday, Oct. 2. 

Cottonwood will celebrate 
the event, said the school’s 
P.E. teacher Laurie Brooks. 
She added if the kids live too 
far away, the school staff told 
the parents they can drop 
their children off nearby at 
the Montrose Community 
Recreation Center, and 
have a short bike or walk to 
school. 

Programs like this show 

children to be cognisant of 
staying healthy as they get 
older,  Barber-Campbell 
said. 

“(Bicycles) are a mode of 
transportation, and there 
are all these benefits to it,” 
she said. 

Andrew Kiser is the 
Montrose Daily Press’ sports/
business writer. Follow him on 
Twitter @andrew_kpress. 

MABA providing program for bike, walk safety for kids
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Obituary
Ella L. Boothe

July 13, 1941 - September 20, 

2019

Wife, Mother, Grandma, 
and Great Grandma Ella 
Boothe passed away peace-
fully in the company of her 
loving family on September 
20, 2019, of a sudden heart 
attack. After two surgeries, it was time for Ella to 
rest and be with her Lord Jesus Christ.

Ella was born in Buffalo, WY to Leonard (Red) 
and Helen Arthur. The family moved to Montrose, 

CO in 1946 and Ella graduated from Montrose 
High School in 1959. Ella was an LPN and a phle-
botomist working many years as a volunteer even 
after her retirement from the Grand Junction 
Regional Center.

Ella married Jewel Schottel in Montrose and 
they had four children. Ella then met and married 
Rocky Boothe, the love of her life. Over the next 
30 years she loved traveling and living life with 
Rocky, and especially enjoyed bringing their fami-
lies together for all kinds of celebrations. And Ella 
always looked forward to sending you home with 
some kind of canned goods, knitted items, or her 
crochet work. When she wasn’t busy making home, 
she enjoyed the outdoors, especially fishing, hunt-
ing, and camping.

Ella is survived by her husband Rocky, two 
brothers John (Paulette) and Pat (Gerry) Arthur, 
sister-in-law Pansie (Ed) Hackler, daughters Kim 
Lovlin and Kandi (Del) Dawson, son Chris (Shaye) 
Schottel, step-daughter Shawnalee Boothe, and 
many, many cousins, nieces, nephews, grand-
children, and great grandchildren. She was pre-
deceased by her parents, two brothers Roy and 
David, and son Scott and step-son Wayne.

Arrangements are being made by Crippin 
Funeral Home in Montrose. Funeral services are 
scheduled for 2:00 pm, Sunday, September 29, 2019 
at the Crippin Funeral Home. Afterwards, friends 
and family are invited to an afternoon luncheon at 
the home of Chris and Shaye Schottel, 16611 6400 
Road, Montrose, CO.

Presented by:

Register Online at: www.bosombuddiesswc.org
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the whistleblower does not know why 
Trump associates the servers with the 
Ukraine. 

Under “circumstances leading up to 
the July 25 presidential phone call,” 
the whistleblower cited initial alle-
gations by Prosecutor General Yuriy 
Lutsenko, which alleged Joe Biden had 
pressured the former Ukrainian pres-
ident to quash a purported probe into 
Hunter Biden’s activities.

Per the complaint, Lutsenko lat-
er told Bloomberg media that the 
Bidens were not subject to any current 
Ukrainian investigations and he had 
no evidence against them.

The complaint further claims offi-
cials acted to conceal information, by 
placing transcripts of the call, “espe-
cially the official, word-for-word tran-
script,” into a system usually used to 
store especially sensitive classified 
information. 

The above description is not intend-
ed to be exhaustive. The full complaint 
and the Inspector General letter can 
be read at intelligence.house.gov. The 
site also contains a video of Thursday’s 
open hearing with the Acting Director 
of National Intelligence on the com-
plaint; this can be found at the bottom 
of the site.

Trump has decried the latest re-
ports and denounced the move toward 
an impeachment inquiry as a “witch 
hunt” and “presidential harassment.” 

The president is alleged to have 
linked aid to Ukraine to investigat-
ing Joe Biden, his political rival. The 
White House has said there was no 

reference in the July 25 call to any 
quid pro quo between the two coun-
tries. On Wednesday, it released a five-
page memorandum of the call.

The memo can be found at https://
www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/09/Unclassified09.2019.
pdf.

As of last report, House Democrats 
from Colorado backed an impeach-
ment inquiry.

U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton, R-Cortez, 
who represents Montrose and the rest 
of the 3rd District, said an investiga-
tion should be completed before the 
House moves forward on impeach-
ment proceedings.

“I supported releasing the relevant 
documents to the American people 
and I remain committed to reviewing 
the facts of any ongoing investigation, 
including what happened before and 
after the U.S.-Ukrainian military aid 
transfer, any possible conflicts of in-
terest with former U.S. officials, and of 
course ensuring that future U.S. elec-
tions are free from any foreign influ-
ence,” Tipton said in a statement.

“Impeachment calls made before 
an investigation has concluded are 
premature.”

Local party officials react

Q. Do you favor an impeachment in-
quiry and why or why not?

• Langston: “They can’t beat Trump 
in the upcoming election. All this is, 
is their feeble attempt to try to dispar-
age him. He has done nothing to be 
impeached for. They have been inves-
tigating that man since before he took 
office. They knew they were in trou-
ble. I blame a lot of this on the media, 

because the media was not honest with 
people.”

Langston said the media failed to 
inform voters about Hillary Clinton’s 
issues and weaknesses as a candidate 
and instead, kept projecting her as the 
winner in 2016. Based on his personal 
knowledge of the Clintons, he believes 
they are “criminals,” he also said.

“To me, this is just another circus 
about Trump. … I know he’s not a per-
fect man, but I believe he is the per-
fect man for the job. I wish the media 
would start reporting the news and 
stop taking positions on it.” The me-
dia, he later said, are devoted to the 
Left’s agenda.

Langston also said the letter is “total 
nonsense.”

“You’ve got somebody making a 
statement about something that they 
were not privy to both sides of the 
conversation. How can they know the 
total content of the conversation? … 
The transcript Trump released shows 
it was not a quid pro quo.”

• Kuns: After cautioning he is not 
speaking for all local Democrats, he 
responded to the question: 

“I think most of the people in 
Montrose, Democrats for sure, are 
strong advocates for the rule of law 
and innocent until proven guilty. 
I also think, however, that nobody 
ever thinks they’re above the law 
and I think that especially pertains 
to whomever is occupying the White 
House. There are very concerning 
things that have come up in the last 
three days.”

Grounds for impeachment include 
treason, bribery, high crimes and mis-
demeanors, but also the use of office 
for personal gain, he said.

“It’s become very apparent there are 
serious concerns about national securi-
ty and compromising the voting integ-
rity of our system in the United States.”

Kuns said impeachment is nev-
er good for the country, but there are 
grounds that need to be looked at. 
“Our democracy is doing what it’s sup-
posed to be doing as it pertains to this 
impeachment inquiry.”

Q. What are the factors you 
think weaken the argument for 
impeachment?

• Langston: “There is no argument 
for impeachment. He has done nothing 
wrong. It is a waste of time, because the 
Senate will never vote to remove that 
man from office.” 

He noted that after failed attempts 
to convict President Bill Clinton 
during impeachment proceedings, 
Republicans were soundly defeated in 
the next election — and Democrats 
now run that same risk.

• Kuns: Kuns said that in order to 
even make a statement on the ques-
tion asked, he would have had to have 
been in the room when the phone call 
took place. “For me to feel like I know 
more, sitting in Montrose, that I know 
more than the House … I would need 
to have more information than what’s 
come out in the last three days to make 
that kind of a comment.”

Q. What factors do you think 
strengthen the argument for 
impeachment?

• Langston: “There is none. I have 
seen absolutely no evidence that man 

has done anything to be impeached 
for. I have seen a lot of accusations. I 
have never seen proof.”

Two years of investigation have not 
yielded proof of lawbreaking, he said 
— but the investigations have angered 
the president’s supporters. “They’re 
going to solidify the people who are 
still going to vote for him,” he said, 
and the efforts will backfire. 

“Trump’s going to win reelection in 
a landslide. It’s going to be almost on 
par with what happened with Reagan, 
when he won all but one state.”

• Kuns: “If you saw what the House 
committee released, it’s pretty damn-
ing. It’s not ‘he-said, she-said.’ This 
turns out to be somebody who worked 
for the CIA. This is a very credible 
source. This is not ‘fake news.’

“What really gets me is, the man 
who occupies the White House comes 
up and (allegedly) says, I did it; so 
what? That makes me really con-
cerned. Some of this coming out the 
last three days is not a witch hunt or 
something being made up because it’s 
Trump.”

According to published reports, 
Trump said he had talked to Ukraine 
about a corruption probe into Biden, 
but said there was “never any quid pro 
quo” and he did not pressure Ukraine.

Kuns also reiterated the importance 
of the presumption of innocence and 
said he is gathering more information.

But, he added: “When it comes out 
of the horse’s mouth, good Lord. I 
guess somebody does think they’re 
above the law.”

Other issues 

Kuns said he does not agree that im-
peachment inquiries are the nation-
al Democrats’ sole focus, or that they 
will do much to sway undecided voters 
in Trump’s favor. 

The president, he said, has spent 
three years dividing the country via 
Tweets and Kuns is more worried 
about continuing divisions. 

“He’s laughing in the face of checks 
and balances. If the inquiry proves 
to be a witch hunt, I think a lot of 
Americans will say we did our due dil-
igence and we need to move on. But 
that process needs to be worked out.”

The House has passed biparti-
san bills concerning immigration, 
yet Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell will not bring them to a 
vote, he said.

“If you really look at it, if our whole 
voting system has been corrupted, 
what is more important than to make 
sure that is fixed or that it is not true? 
That is the heart of our democracy,” 
Kuns said.

Langston, however, indicated 
Democrats are ignoring important is-
sues in their pursuits against Trump 
and reiterated impeachment inquiries 
will backfire.

Democrats should focus on fixing 
the border and polls show people are 
more concerned about illegal immi-
gration, he said.

“That’s the No. 1 issue. That’s real-
ly the reason why Trump won and it’s 
the reason he’s going to win again,” 
Langston said, adding that he supports 
legal immigration.

Katharhynn Heidelberg is the 
Montrose Daily Press assistant editor 
and senior writer. 
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